_ such as would be likely to prevent it from passing, or to create feelings of hostility 


_render or renounce them, to resign their earthly all. The clergy, of different persua- : 


ae frequently restricted to a registration of the election already resolved on by 


June 1, 1874) 


NEWS THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tat great controversy which for more than a century and a-balf hax agitated 
the Church of Scotland, which has originated various secessions from that Church, 
and was the cause of the memorable disruption of 1843, is now approaching its final 
and decisive settlement. In fulfilment of pledges made by the political leaders of 
both the great parties in the State, the Dake of Richmond has introduced in the 
Upper House a bill for the entire abolition of patronage in the Scottish Kirk; and 
for conferring upon every separate congregation in that communion the right to 
choose its own minister. The concurrence, not of statesmen only, but of the clergy, 
the laity, and, as it would seem, even of the patrons themselves, in this proposal, 
notably indicates the change whith the events of the last thirty years have effected 
in public opinion on this all-important subject. When, in the days of Chalmers and 
his heroic colleagues, the moral rights of churches and the legal rights of patrons 
clashed in fierce collision, but little sympathy was felt by politicians, even of the 
progressive school, in that resolute assertion of the liberties and obligations cf the 
people which prompted the leaders of the Free Church movement, rather than sur- 


sions, were themselves divided in opinion, and worldly men, of various types of i@ 
thought, regarded the champions of “non-intrusion” less as heroes than fanatics. 3 
Patronage in the Church “of Scotland had, in fact, been less abused than in other 
churches connected with the State; the famous Auchterarder case was the exception 
rather than the rule; and the contest, therefore, assumed the aspect of a conflict for 
the recognition of a principle, rather than for the removal of a flagrant and unbear- 
able abuse. But the times have altered, and with them men’s opinions ; the claims 
of the laity in almost every church are now regarded with respect; and the principle 
for which the Free Chureb chiefs nobly but unsuccessfully contended is now about 
to meet with legislative sanction. That the adoption of the Duke of Richmond's 
bill should effect a formal reunion between the Established and the Free Churches 
of Scotland was, of course, not to be expected ; but that it would heal breaches caused 
by past divisions, and draw closer the bonds by which those churches are united, _ 
might have been confidently hoped, but for indications that some in the unendowed 
Churches are resolved to agitate for Disestablishment. As regards the provisions 
of the ministerial measure, diversity of view prevails, but the differences are not 


between those who are agreed upon its principle. The pastor of a church is in future 
to be chosen by its male communicants, and compensation not exceeding in amount 
one year’s stipend of the miziister, will be granted to those pastors who express their 
desire to receive it. The rights of patrons have of late been so rarely exercised, 


AND THES 
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the peapie. 2s to engender the behef that many patrons will decline to take the com 
pret This may be doubtful, but the fact that deference in the matter of 
pecemntation hes been so largely shown to the desire of congregations and the 
prmmciple of popalar selection, is of iteclf a striking symptom of that change of 
whact has suggested the of the Miumstenal Bull 


Few mrasures under Parimmentary discamion have undergone more searching 
been more thoroughly manipulated, not to my transformed, in their 
progress through the Semste. than the Primate’s measure for the Letter regulation of 
worship im the Charch. Yet, cven with all the alterations thus effected, it 
cam hardly be supposed that the amended ball of the tashops will ever pass into a 
lew. No mecesere com be better meant. No Protestant jealousy can exaggerate the 
@ungers whach threaten the Church of England, not only from Romish doctrines and 
prectaces, but from the utter lawleemess which prevails amongst so large a section of 
her Bat without altering the lew iteclf, we leave its enforcement or non- 
e=feporenert to the “ discretion ~ of the bashops and their chancellors, as now proposed, 
what guarantee have we that the remedy will not be worse than the disease! It has 
well been saod that the beshops are 2s much party men as the clergy over whom they 
meuinally rele. [f, then, as the Bishop of Peterborough tells us, there are some 
Cheech bows so checlete that to attempt their enforcement would be tyranny and 
filly, com we eafely allow men whose views are so diversified to my what shall or 
shall wet be caferced ? When disputes arise om controverted points, whether of 
teaching or of worship, is it not, above all things, essential that the judgments to be 
peemeenced should be not only definite and clear, bat consistent with each other? 
The power now proposed to be given to the several diocesans would allow of contra- 
Gietery decasens ; m different dioceses, conflicting practices, if not conflicting law, 
would be recoguized by the highest authorities ; and the present confusion would only 
be imcreaeed tenfold. The tone of public feeling, no less than the logic of inexorable 
facts, points to the comchumon that the solution of our present difficulties is to be 


im giving power, not to the prelates, but to the people. That 


parmbsemers all the country over, shoald, so far as the mode of conducting public 
wershap = concerned, he at the absolute mercy of the clergy, and that these should 
set at mought all ecclesiastical authority and law, are indications of a state of things 
that commct mach longer be endured. What the precise remedy should be, may as 
yet mot be obvious, but that legislative action f some sort must, and shortly will, be 
taken, beyond dispute. 


‘The amniversanes of our religious societies have this year presented features of 
wmwented interest. Never have cur annual gatherings in May been so largely 
attended, or so fall of energy and life. The spirit of revival which is permeating 
so many of our churches, has extended, as was natural, to those institutions of which 


the Christan Charch, m some one of other of its forms, is the mainspring and the 
searce. Notably docs the work of Christian missions share in this spirit and evince 
thes reawakened energy. The reports of the three largest societies engaged in this 


animated by that faith and hope which constitute the surest pledge of ultimate 
seccess. Upenthat spirit of reliance om the promises of God which the leaders of 
our evangelstac efforts so unmistakably display, God himeelf, in their fulfilment, 
put. abundant The imcomes, moreover, of the Church and the Wesleyan Nat 
Mietonary, and other Societies, show that, in things material no lees than spiritual, | 
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these institutions have experienced, during the year now past, a marked accession 
of prosperity. The sums raised in support of all these societies, especially the 
first, prove the existence of Christian seal and liberality amongst us to an extent 
before unknown. Nor is the adherence, now openly avowed, of many of our public 
men to the cause of missions, and their unsolicited testimony to the value of the 
results which, in countries previously heathen, flow from the preaching of the simple 
Gospel, a fact which Evangelical Christians can afford to overlook. To the pulling 
down of the strongholds of superstition and of sin, that Gospel is as potent as in 
days of old. This consideration should have especial weight with those who dread, 
not without apparent reason, the revival in our midst of Romish and medisval errot. 
Sach should remember that if, as is but too patent, there is a “Catholic” revival 
amongst some, there is, with a yet larger section of society, a revival of a contrary 
description—a revival of that soul-stirring belief, and of that spirit of love to God 
and man, which prompted and inspired the first preachers of a risen Saviour. 


The steady opposition of the Bishop of Gloucester to the progress of the 
Ritualistic movement has elicited from some of the most influential members of the 
Church of England a warm expression of concurrence. In reply to an address 
presented to him by a deputation of noblemen and gentlemen, in which this feeling 
was embodied, the Bishop lately took occasion to advert to the tokens everywhere 
manifest that a determined spirit of resistance to the encroachments and innovations 
of the Romish party had at length been thoroughly aroused. He also expressed hi« 
belief that legislative action was now, in reference to this subject, so loudly called 
for that it could not much longer be deferred. Dr. Ellicott, like other thinkers of the 
day, regards the “undoubted rights” of the Christian laity in the Church as a 
matter of the first importance, and believes in their complete and early recog- 
nition ; yet, as a Christian man, and as Christian men should always do, he places 
his chief reliance, under God, on the increased amount of spiritual life and power 
in the Church, which, he is convinced, is, in these respects, now more vigorous 
Gan over, 


Tt is greatly to the credit of the Committee of the Charch Missionary Society, 
though otherwise a fact to be regretted, that its missionaries are withdrawn from 
Madagascar. The course pursued by those members of the Church of England who, 
against the wishes of our own Government, insisted on sending out « bishop to that 
island to assume an ecclesiastical authority not recognized at home, was the fact 
that prompted this decision. The ground had first been occupied, and the greatest 
triumphs of the Gospel in Madagascar won, by a society representing no church or 
denomination in particular. Their missionaries were the most namerous, and had 
acquired, as was natural, the largest influence both with the native churches and the 
Madagascar Government. These devoted men and those representing the Church 
Missionary Society had nevertheless lived and worked together in harmonious co- 
operation ; but the action of the Propagation Society, by which it was sought to bring 
the Episcopalians of the island under the jurisdiction of a bishop representing the 

exclusive party in the Charch, threatened to destroy this pleasant state of things, 
and was felt to be the assumption of an {authority not warranted by circumstances, 
and an(intrusion into a field of Christian labour already fully occupied by other 
men. Public opinion, so far as it is expressed in the leading journal of this 
metropolis and other organs of popular sentiment, has condemned this conduct, and 


the agtion of the — 


} 
to 


‘ 


~ 


im prompting his decision to sojourn for « time in our country and capital. To pay 


like results. In the present instance both these causes have co-operated ; we 
may consequently hope that the cause of European concord has, at the least, been 
advanced, rather than retarded, by the visit of the Czar. : 


In France, the prolonged Ministerial crisis appears to be slowly and reluctantly 
bringing all parties round to the belief that dissolution of the Assembly is inevi- 
table, and cannot much longer be postponed. The present Chamber is so split up into 
parties, that no one of them is strong enough to govern, and each can at once be 
overthrown by a combination against it of the rest. We at home cannot under- 
stand how a representative Assembly, under such circumstances, can desire its own 

or shrink from an appeal to its constituents, especially when, as at 
present, it is known that the result would be the establishment of a Government 


possessing the elements both of strength and of stability; but in France, unhappily, 


party spirit too often takes the place of patriotism, and sentimental views of politics 
are substituted for a practical and sagacious view of matters as they are. That ab- 
stract abhorrence of the name of a Republic which distinguishes the leading sections 
of the present Chamber, lies at the root of their disinclination to dissolve; buat 
sensible men of all parties, whatever their theories of government, would be only too 


_ glad to see a Parliament elected, and a Ministry installed in power, under which the 


peace, good order, and liberty of France might be effectually and durably secured. 


No reverses or defeats seem to quell in Spain the hopes and aspirations of the 
Carlists. No proofs that they are but a small minority in the nation appear in the 
least to shake their dogged determination to protract the present miserable war. It 
was once thought that the question whether any given insurrection were justifiable 


| or not must depend, in great theasure, on its reasonable prospects of success. It is 


still believed by many that no men, whatever, the merits of their cause, havea right | 
‘wo plunge their country into the horrors of s civil war without some ground for the 
‘belief that that cause will ultimately triumph. No such scruples disturb the minds 
of the adherents of the present Royalist Pretender. The relief of Bilbao has not 
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| Charch Missionary Committee was referred to in terms of warm approval. The cause 

| of Christian union may, after all, in this, as in other cases, be directly promoted as 
the result of a policy which at first seemed to threaten its existence. 

The “ Emperor of All the Russias” has paid our Sovereign and this country his 
long-anticipated visit. He has been received with that consideration which was due 
to his position in the European system of politics, and to which, on personal grounds, 
he may fairly claim to be entitled. Englishmen have remembered that this absolute 

monarch, even at some danger to his own imperial authority, abolished the system 
: of serfdom (a most degrading and oppressive bondage) throughout the length and 
; weadth of his dominions It appears unlikely that political motives had any share 
; a visit to his married daughter was, no doul chief inducement. — however, 
not impossible that some political results, and those beneficial rather than otherwise, 
; may ensue from his temporary presence in our midst. The mutual visits of lmperial 
and Royal personages have, in these days of constitutional government and popular 
power, lost much of the importanee and significance they formerly possessed ; still, 
they are not without effect in promoting feelings of amity, in dissipating prejudice, 
and drawing more closely together the bonds which unite the various peoples of the 
| world. Family alliances amongst reigning sovereigns have also their share in pro- . 
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BOHEMIA. 
PROGRESS OF EVANGELICAL LITERATURE AND EDUCATION. 
circular (published in English through 
. | Moody) you will, however, see — we 


is 
and I aim delighted to state that we are 
we 


it 
to be known. On Chriétmas-eve, last 
we presented it as a gift to about 
children. It was eagerly accepted, and, 


take her unless she renounced Popery, which 
she did ; but he was anxious that she should 
not only make a of Protestantism, 
but that she should know and love the Gospel. 
He had seen somewhere “The Peep of Day,” 


Uhildren’s Friend. It is, of course, the only 
one in our language, and we shall be happy if 
we can establish it upon a solid basis—namely, 
to make it self-supporting. To accomplish 
this, we want 2,000 subscribers, for the price 
is very low. At present we have reached the 
number. 700, and thus we are pretty far yet 
from the desired. goal. Still, we have a good 


= 


Jue 1, 
new Synodal Constitution of our Church. The 
Government laid this constitation before mand a kind of personal of faith on 
the two Houses, inasmuch as some old laws the part of Dr. Falk. The Minister declined 
have ceased to be operative. The House of this, said that such: things were not suitable | 
Representatives did not sanction the whole of for a public discussion, nor was he, he added, | 
the constitution, but, for the present, only at liberty to be guided by his own private | 
the new organization of the parochial coun- views. Mr. von Gerlach very justly rejoined | 
cls; and why? Because, as some members that Dr. Falk need not give details of his ! 
said, they wanted first to see how the new private religious life, but that Evangelical ) 
constitution works; they do not want to men had a right to know whether the Minis- | 
deliver the congrags##@fis into the hands of ter for Public Worship stood objectively on | 
« intolerant, orthodox” synods—a néw proof the ground of the faith of the Church. This 
that the “Liberals” do not want liberty for is, I believe, a legitimate demand; but the | 
the Church, but the possibility of influencing Minister's declaration was received with ap- | 
it in the “ Liberal ” sense. | plause. ; 

The debate gave rise to one curious scene. | 

| 

The Mr. 
fessor 
Dr. 
pel cause in Bohemia is steadily advancing -— ' 

Hradiste, Nasawrchy, Bohemia , 
: May 11, 1874. 

Dear Doctor, —Being confined to the house | 
through indisposition, I wish to seize this 
opportunity for writing you a few lines—a | 
pleasure which I otherwise can but seldom | | 
enjoy. You know that your plan of trans ‘es 
ferring to Prague the centre of our operations | 
was adopted last year, but without result. I[ | 
have not been surprised at this failure, be- sider this book a real benefit for the scattered . | 
cause I know too well the great difficulties of | families of my people. One instance: I had i 
the projected measure—difficulties which are | to marry a member of my congregation to a 7. } 
the more considerable from the circumstance | Roman Catholic widow. The man would not 
that the project of last year was made to de- | 
pend upon the combined co-operation of ; 
three distinct societies. I considered it, there- 
fore, my duty, at the time of the negotiations, = 
rather to draw attention to the difficult than 
to the promising side of the question, in order sad he thought this woald be the very thing “| 
| to prevent, as far ag possible, a very probable for his very ignorant bride—the Gospel stated .| 
disappointment afterwards. I am very satis-| in such a plain way, and the words printedin’ 
fied that in this I was right, though I feel so large type ; so he bought a copy, and asked 

: more than ever the desirableness of the thing | me to give it her at the wedding; he said =” 
itself ; and I would remark, in general, that | she would value it more highly, receiving it 
in this our country it would always be found the | from my hands. 
safer way to overrate the difficulties and pre-| A new and important feature of our work \ 
pare yourself to meet them, than to underrate | is_the ion of a child’s ‘ 
them and then be surprised at their unex- | 
pected appearance. It is not only s mate- ; 
rial, but moral pressure which has crushed 
our people for 250 years, and the effects 
thereof will not disappear so fast as we would | 
| desire. That generation of Israel which had 
grown up in bondage was not fit for the liberty 
of the promised land. From the snbjoined | 
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and labour and cost than any one would sus- | hand burned 60,000 volumes of works written — . 


my treatise is, first, to show that the Jesuits | wodacck They get on very well with their 


are indeed to be dreaded by eur people. Then : 
this session. They were with us last night, 
of ' wely, beware and expressed a desire to write to the gentle- 

man who had shown them so much kindness. 
Jesus of the Gospels—the li tend life ond I said thet I hed no doubt you would be 

aot ond glad to see their handwriting and to hear of 

trath of your forefathers ; and Jesuitinm and | their progress” The iwritine of beth 
every other power of darkness will be power- these letters in the origi re tiful 


hope, for the subscriptions continue to flow in The cireular referred to above is headed 
by degrees, and as we acknowledge only sub- 
scriptions paid im advance, we may be pretty safe | “ This association, which was founded in the 
in expecting that we shall have at the close of | year 1566, has as its object the issueof Evange- 
this first year 1,000 subscribers ; and then, en- | lical books and tracts in the Bohemian lan- 
_ tiching the paper through a grester abundance | guage. ln no country was the necessity for 
of Mlustrations, we trast we can again, next such an undertakisg more urgent than im 
year, make a step in advance. Among the | Bohemia—the land which became of old, 
subscribers there is a good number of Roman , through John Huss and the Bohemian Bre- 
Catholic children, and even teachers; and all | thren, a “ cradle of the Reformation,” but was 
this is done with a very imperfect organiza- afterwards robbed not merely of religious 
tion. If we had but two colporteurs, we may | liberty, but also im great part, as is painfully 
affirm we could go on ata doubled pace. . | felt even till now, of its valuable treasures of 
I send you copies of the Children's Friend, | Evangelical literature. The Jesuit Konias, 
and also of my hymn-book, of which I cam | one of the emissaries of the Inquisition, boasted 
say that there is embodied in it more pains | om his death-bed that he had with his own 
pect. Itis the first of its kind, and now our | inthe Bohemian language. The Comenius 
children in day and Sabbath schools have a | Association is endeavouring to fill up the 
manual to lead them on im the delightful | blank, furnishing the Bohemian people both 
exercise of praise. Thus the time has come | with old and new, and seeking through both 
which you mentioned in your last letter, | to lead them to the knowledge of Christ, the 
“ when these hymns are visible.” Son of God, the sinner’s Saviour." The pub- 
Another publication, under my own re-  lications which have already appeared amount 
sponsibility, materially and morally, is a | to twenty-eight in number, and all appear for 
little book, “Jesuits in the Land” These | the first time in the Czech tongue since 1868.] 
terrible enemies of liberty and trath have, in OO NEY 
: the last years, flocked to our country, and are it 
exercising an iafluence for evil which is felt 
by many Romanists themesives, Many of | in Coech—from the two interesting pupilenew 
| the last-named seem inclined to oppose them | training as the first Protestant home-teiined 
decided Way 5 they Chink ‘the| school-teachers in Bohemia. Mrq Moody 
strongest remedy entire re- « 
jection of revelation. Now the parpose of | Tum enclosed letters from 
| I do not know what are your present cir- (Translation. } 
cumstances in the great trial to which you are Latter from Marie Nicek, ' 
now exposed, but I am sure your heart is the Honoured Sir,—I intended to delay writing 
: same ; and so I take the liberty, im conclusion, | to you until I should have made at least so 
to ask your sympathy for the work which is much progress in English as to be able to com- 
entrusted to our hands. The field is very’ pose an English letter; but hitherto it hasnet 
large, and I dare say we must be prepared for been possible for me to devote any time to 
.' Working without much immediate reaping ; the study of the language, and I must, there- 
but we must not faint, remembering that we fore, beg you to excuse me for sending you a 
| are called to be nothing more nor less tian just | few lines in German. Mz. Moody will be 
labourers.— Very respectfully yours, kind enough to translate for me, and will also ) 
| sa L. B. Kasran | explain further the reason of my writingnow. 
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of Ireland. A few weeks ago,| the Charch” The Rev. T. ©. Edwards 
scenes of a missionary society | spoke of the work in Wales, and the Rev. 

special work of combat Forrest of the importance of individual 
Roman Catholic The Rev. Narayan Sheshadri gave 
abound in that qua t of the process of his own recovery 
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it that when the map was in 
of reconstruction, when thrones 
i when kings fled, when all that 
and all that was novel changed 
the glass of a kaleidoscope— 

it that Bae 
the 
| 
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very 
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his life ; 
made his hearers share,in this love as 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


Mrsstowany Socrerre — 


Oourch Missionary Society .................. .... 440 ...... 
Ruciety for the Propagation Gospel......... 11B, 124 ...... 
Baptist Missionary Society 36,611 ...... 
Amencan Suciety ~ 
Missions’ Aid Society ..................... .. 4164 ...... 
Society 33,009 
Colonial and Continental Church Society ......... 31,013 ...... 
Primitive Methodist Missions .................. |! 
United Methodist Free Charches’ Missions ...... 13,923 ...... 
British Society for the Jews ons 
Hous Mrsstows— 
Cherch Pastoral-Aid 48,309 .. 
Additional Curates 51,376 ...... 
London City Mission 40,670 ...... 
Bishop of 0 ent 29,970 ..... 
w Home Missions .................... 30,046 ...... 
Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics. 23,445 ...... 
Incorporated Church Baildi Society 12,003 ....... 
Church of England Scripture Readers’ Association 12,590 ...... 
ign Sailors’ Society.......... 
ome Society ).. 6,483 ...... 
British and Irish Baptist Home Missions ........ 5,082 ...... 
Protestant Reformation Society ............... 4.002 ...... 
The Prison Mission ............ 3,197 
Midnight Meeting Movement ....... 1,060 ...... 
Irieh Ev 3,507 _...... 
Royal Naval Scriptare ’ Society ............ 1,465 
Epvcationa Socrerrzs— 
sti erpacu meation Society forindia 7,889 ...... 
Indian Female Normal School Society ............ 6,061 ...... 
Wesleyan Education Committee ..................... ...... 
Home and Colonial School Society .................. 6,157 
British Syrian School Association .................. 9,205 ...... 
Charch of Education Society............... 3,913 
y School Union .............. 2854 ..... 
Religions Tract 
Young Men's Christian Association.......... 5,066 ...... 
Bible 1 2351 ...... 
Christian Association for Young Women ........ - esboes 
Lord’s-day Observance ve 1,059... 
£1,453,478 


1874. 


—— ~ 311,58 


59,220 


| 
1873 
awp Broce Socrery .... ........... .. £186,837 ...... £220, 964 
261,221 
167 ,995 
115,908 
110,259 
40 255 
18,017 
11,788 
8,971 
3, 552 
737,967 
25,533 
35,238 
35,207 
14,548 
7,657 
3,121 
2,953 
137,882 
58.955 
55,270 
40,670 
36,987 
30.000 
23,513 
7,850 
9,438 
8, 6¥2 
5, 655 
8,000 
5,176 
4,800 
4,413 
| 3,756 
3.599 
3,025 
11,215 
9,760 
| 7,891 
7,878 
| 6,416 
5,578 
4,008 
3,805 
137,705 
7,749 
7,541 = 
3,971 
2.511 
1,476 
1,032 
—— 161,985 
£1, 629,607 
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Alliance. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


; J. Holt Skinner, Eeq., in 
the After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered, and the minutes of the 


dents, and members of Council. 
“GUIBORD” CasE. 
The Council again took into 
the communication received last th from 
the Montreal Branch. of the Evangelical 
Alliance, on the subject of the “Guibord” 
case, and, after careful deliberation, autho- 


rized the following letter to be sent in reply | § 


to Mr. Gibson’s letter :— 
“ Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, 
Strand, London, May 4, 1874. 
“My dear Sir,—I am desired by the 
- Council to present their fraternal and cordial 
salutations to the members/of the Montreal 
Branch of the | ical Alliance, and to 
assure them that the communication on the 
subject of the “Guibord” case has received 
their very careful consideration. 


was held on Wed-. 


“Sympathizing fully with the widow and 


family of the deceased Joseph Guibord in 
the treatment to which they have been sub- 
ject, the Council are nevertheless of opinion 
that the case, as referring to persons who 
voluntarily remain within the Romish Church, 


these societies has taken the question into 
serious consideration, and is likely to afford 
it material assistance.—I remain, my dear 
Sir, very sincerely yours, , 
. (Signed) “James Davis. 
“To the Rev. J. M. Gibson, Secretary 

of the Montreal Branch of the 

Evangelical Alliance.” 

THE NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

A proposal on the subject of the next 


Conferences of the Evangelical 


pening of all Italy to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, to the preaching 


g 


~ 


Walt 


* 


| 


| 
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The monthly meeting 
prericus were approved. | ) 
The following persons were unanimously | and also as one of litigation before the civil ; 
admitted to membership :— _ tribunals, does not fall within the province | 
Francis Horner, Esq., Rostrevor. of the Evangelical Alliance. At the same ; 
Rev. W. C. Parker, Rostrevor. time the Council directed me to confer with . 
W. Calvert, Esq. Rostrevor. several Protestant sucieties on the subject, 
Jonathan Millie, Eeq., Abbeyleix. and they are gratified to learn that one of 
Rev. Charles Robertson, Abbeyleix. 
Mr. Robert Jno. Clenahan, Dundalk. 
Mr. Thomas Booker, Dundalk. 
Rev. Henry Sharpe, St. John’s Wood. | . 
Capt. the Hon. F. Maude, Brompton. | | 
Herr von Ocertzen-Sassen, Hamburgh. 
Mrs. Langworthy, Manchester. i 
Benjamin Beddow, Esq., Ealing. Pi 
Joseph Edge, Esq., Stoke-on-Trent. | 4 
Mrs. Haines, Winchester. 
NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. Cae Conference of Christians of all r | 
The following gentlemen, whose names | nations was ‘aid before the Council, and | 
were proposed at the last meeting, were | the consideration of it deferred to another q 
elected members of thie Council, viz. -— meeting. f 
The Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury. “The Council having in mind the great q 
The Rev. G. W. Weldon, m.a. success and blessing which have attended the | 
The Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, Gee”! 
SOIREE IN MAY. Alliance held at different times in some of ; | 
The Secretary reported arrangements made | the principal capitals in Europe, and more 
by the Commitieé for the social meeting to | especially the Conference held last year in | 
be given on Monday, the 11th, at the Hanover | the city of New York, desire earnestlg and | 
Square Rooms, by the President, Vice-Presi- | prayerfully divine guidance for themselves ex? 
ad for the representatives of the various 
branches of the Alliance, in the selection of . 
the next place of meeting for a General Con- ; | 
ference of Christians of all nations. 
liberty, has appeared to the Council an | 
q 
i 
— 
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“The intercha.ge of polpite ie being in- 
during 


repose. 
_ “We earnestly pray that long life and the 


best blessings of Heaven may be enjoyed by 
your Majesty and by all the members of your | 


Imperial house. 

(Signed on behalf of the Council.) 
Exsvury, President. 

CHICHESTER, 
Vice-Pre- 


Jousx Frscu, Treasurer. 
J.8. BLacxwoop, LL.D. 


James Davis, Secretary. 
Strange Jocelfn; Francis Lycett; Harry 
_ Verney; Charles Douglas Fox; H. E. 
Shawe ; G.W. Weldon; W. R. Ellis; 
R. N. Fowler; George F. White; 
Major-General F. Eardley-Wilmot ; 
Major-General A. G. Burrows ; Samuel 
/ Shoobridge ; Donald Matheson; Wil- 
liam M‘Arthur, J. S. Russell, 
| M4; Thomas Sercombe ; J. H. Rigg, 
Joseph Angus, p.p.; John Lie- 
benrood ; Alexander M*Arthur; 
Thomas Nolan, p.p. 
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POLSTY 

| ee re The section which the Council has taken 

| : A special meeting of the Council was held im this matter, re ders the accompanying com. 

: on Monday, May 18; Donald Matheson, Esq., | 

prayer was offered. 

At.this special meeting, the Council mind- the recent of the General Synod in 
ful of the consideration shown by his Im- Seatecoueenoe: of the Episcopal Church 
perial Majesty the Emperor of Russia on | sunolied for the Rev. J. D. Powell, who 
repeated occasions, when appealed to by this | 4, indisposed, preaching in a Methodist 
Alliance on behalf of their fellow-Christians in | -narch on the Sabbath evening. Instances 
different parte of the Russian empire, resolved | of the same kind have occurred in other 
to take occasion of the Emperor's visit to this | of Ireland. In a Presbyteridn church 
country at this time to present an address to oS north of Ireland, the 
adopted. Secretary instructed D.D., officiated some time ago on a special 
obtain the signatures of the President and | occasion ; and the Rev. Samuel Black, Curate 
tion. Presbyterian minister in Belfast.” 

‘THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 

The following address was transmitted pA of 
Lord Ebury to his Imperial Majesty, prior to | religious liberty among your pa se 
his departure from London on May 21 :— The proofs given of your Majesty's . 

ussia. in religion, convince us any instance 

“ As the representatives of a society ex- | in which we may have occasion to appeal to 
tending throughout Europe, the United | your Majesty on behalf of our fellow-Chris- 
States of America, and the East, formed to | tian it will not be made in vain. Tn afford. 

among ure | Majesty ou 0 
; for the promotion of religious freedom, we | which the contentment, loyalty, and pros 
bez to present to your Imperial Majesty the | 
tribate of our high respect. ao 
“ In common with all classes of our fellow- | 
suljects, we rejoice most heartily in the visit | 
paid by your Majesty to this land. 
| “If any circumstafice could increase the 
| satisfaction with which we hail your Majesty's 
| presence among us, it would be the oppor- 
tunity it affords for your Majesty to witness ‘dents 
the affectionate cordiality with which your | 
Majesty's only daughter has been welcomed | 
into the family of our beloved Queen, and 
the hearts of all her subjects. Our anited Donald FRasee, D.D., Hon. 
desire is that the residence among us of her Epwakp Sreayz, D.D., Secs. 
Imperial and Royal Highness may contribute Arruvr, 
to her lasting happiness, and to the strengthen- 
ing of those bonds of amity existing between 
the two nations, so important in the interests 
of peace, commerce, and civilization through- 
out the world. 
“ We gratefully remember that your Im- 
perial Majesty's reign has been distinguished 
by a series of social and moral reforms, and 
of progress not: sirpassed by that of any 
| state in Europe, and we avail ourselves of 
‘this opportunity ‘to solicit your Majesty's 
| acceptance of oar heartfelt thanks for repeated | 
interposition in cases brought beforé your 
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excellent theme for an Alliance meeting. It ; the Scotch one, which fills our hearts with 
was pressed upon us to hold in all our Pro- | brotherly sympathy and joy. This would 
testant cantons Evangelical Alliance meetings, bring us together more than any outward 
| said that it would be an excellent means. May the Lord give it to us, and 
branches of the Evangelical 
[From an Alliance ( | she 
My Spain presents t 
in its example, 
of ive of 
| life ; 
| Spain is exid to 
events the mc ; it 
and baffle all 
i possibilities. im lez 
xt move in the p convents and numer 
shet indeed ! helped further to impo 
' mses of so great commotions | its action and pernicious i 
j = waen-enanges, productive of so much | Spain to the miserable condition of decadenc: 
a great 
Spain could 
"ha nt i 
7,04 
000 mor 
cule: 
| 400,0¢ 
ts re is 
and 
hoot 
om friends and 
pulc 
slights and 
son of the Pope's 


~ 


personal ambitions of the leaders, The | 
became impatient of delays, and were exas- 3 
perated and provoked to fearful excesses ‘f 
when they saw their cherished hopes vanish ? 


no one’s interests if they stood in their vay ! 
Is it surprising, then, if Popish fanaticism and” 
superstition has revived, and is fast regaming 
its lost ground 1 The priests now walk erect 
and proud, their churches fill as they had not | 
done for many long years, and their influence | 
and power are again in the ascendant 
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nicated adversary. That was enough to ren- Castelar and those who acted with him, in 
der his position untenable, He could not view of the dissolving elements spreading 
get a Spanish bishop to baptize his eon ! like wild fire through the land, paved the 
this was followed by rapid changes of | forced discipline im the army, and put in | 
Ministers, tactics, programmes, and mani- power the most resolute men of other parties ; | 
festoes, and confusion speedily became worse and while he was in the Cortes, declaring that | 
confounded. The Republicans, when in op- the age of military “ pronanciamientos” was 
position, had a great deal to the | past and gone, Pavia, the general of his own 
the land and sea forces, of slavery in Cubs, out, and a Government at his pleasure. | 
lightening of the public burdens, decentrali- The result ia, Spain is in a state of siege— ; 
zation, local government, and « lot more ; but that is, the constitutional guarantecs are sus- 
when they came to power they were power- pended ; there is, in reality, no law but each | 
ess to make good their policy, through the as those in power may choose to put in force ; | 
| 
It is not my province to write the history of | strength, and now threaten to become pre- | 
these tamaltuous risings and their calamitous dominant. They are masters of several pro- , 
| ggmaequences, nor need I dwell on occurrences | vinces. The Popish clergy and all under 
still fresh in the recollection of all who take an their influence, and they are legions, are on 
interest in this distracted and agonizing land. the side of Carlism, giving it countenance and : 
Suffice it to say that the federal and cantonal support ; and if the present exertions of the | 
Republicans did their worst to create a terrible Government to put it down do not succeed, | 
reaction among the Conservative classes of we shall tee the great majority of Spaniards | 
every shade of politics. Had they been hired turning Carlists, just as they would turn any- | 
for that very purpose, they could not have done thing else that appears likely to succeed, or | 
their work more effectually, Take Cadiz as else there may be popular rioting and tumults. | 
an example. Convents were condemned to be In the latter case, woe to the priests! Bat I | 
demolished, and the inmates turned out at the am imperceptibly doing what is so very ven- 
shortest notice; churches were shut up; religious turesome—fancying I can foresee what results | °y 
teaching in the public schools was forbidden ; are likely to follow ! 
the cemetery declared secular, end the chap- A gleam of light and hope broke upon the 
Jains to cemeteries, prisons, and hospitals dis- thick darkness of Spain. by the revolution of . 
missed ; the streets bearing the names of saints, ; 1866, which introdnced religious liberty. ) 
ete., changed into others, and St. Peter's Street This precious inherent right of man, to wor- , 
became “ Reason,” and so forth ; heavy taxa- ship his Maker according to the dictates | 
tion and contributions imposed on the | of conscience, without let or hindrance, was 
wéalthier classes ; the separation of Charch sanctioned by the Cortes in the Constitution i 
and State decreed ; forced service in the army of 1869; but long ere this, even before the | ie 
and navy abolished ; the populace armed and fleet had revolted in the Bay of Cadiz, the ik 
paid for handsomely ; the central government few who were near the borders of Spain, | 
slighted, and told to mind its own business ; | waiting for the opening, rushed in, with Prim’s | 
and, finally, open resistance, bloodshed, extor- promise of toleration, to proclaim the un- 
tions, imprisonments, illegalities of every spe- searchable riches of Christ. | 
cies, tyranny, oppression, arrogance, and| But last year has not been more propitious 
 jmibecile acts of all descriptions ;—and all this | to the cause of Evangelical Christianity than 
by « local municipality composed of incayable to that of social order and political harmony | 
and cared for|and peace. The agitation and consequent | 
this country has gone through 
anything but favourable to the spread of | 
truth, and the Gospel has lost considerable | 
ground, owing to that and other causes ; and | Ff 
: the very existence of liberty of conscience _ 
seems. just now to be trembling in the bal-— | 
ance, There has been no actual interference ) 
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